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DRAFT

YAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19th MAY 2011 AT 7.00 p.m. IN THE MEETING ROOM, JUBILEE HALL, YAXHAM

Present:     Mr George Crummett (Chairman of Yaxham Parish Council), 6 Parish Councillors, 13 members of the public, Cliff Jordan (County/District Councillor), PCSO Jade Fuller and PC Stacey Murray from Dereham Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT),   Dawn Dean and Jack Askew from Norfolk Constabulary’s Customer Care Project Team. 

1. Welcome by the Chairman.
The Chairman welcomed all those present to the Meeting.


2. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Mr John Hull.


3. To confirm and approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 13th May 2010.
It was AGREED that “Breckland” at the beginning of the second sentence of Item 5 should be amended to read “Norfolk County”.
The Minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

4. To receive an update on the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 13th May 2010.
There were no Items requiring an update.
5. To receive an update on the Customer Care Project undertaken by Norfolk Constabulary. 
Dawn Dean and Jack Askew of the Norfolk Constabulary’s Customer Care Team gave a résumé of the background, approach and what had been achieved by the Project.
The Project has now come to an end.  Mr Gormley, the Chief Constable, and Mr Bailey, the Deputy Chief Constable, have taken a keen interest in it and have spent time with the team to understand issues being raised.  

Mr Gormley is keen to ensure that the lessons that have been learned and the relationships that have been formed should not be lost and be continued and embedded into SNTs across the County.”
The Chairman thanked Dawn Dean and Jack Askew for attending the Meeting and giving a debrief on the Project.

6. Safer Neighbourhood Team 
PCSO Jade Fuller encouraged parishioners to contact the Police if they had any concerns with which they could help.  During the past 3 months there had been a total of 4 crimes in Yaxham: 1 criminal damage, 2 domestics and 1 assault.  

7. To receive the Chairman’s Report.
The Chairman thanked all councillors for the work they did last year and welcomed the new councillors.


“The Council has considered 25 Planning Applications during the year to 31st March 2011.
One of these applications concerned the development at Dumpling Green for some 255 new dwellings.  Not only did the Parish Council register its opposition to the plans but it also included an objection in Breckland Council’s Site Specific consultation to any further development in the vicinity of Yaxham Road Dereham that would worsen the already bad traffic situation when trying to get in and out of Dereham town.

Concerns about the non-compliance with Planning Conditions have taken up a great deal of Council time during the past 12 months.


The Upper Yare Partnership has been disbanded but could be re-formed if all the villages needed to get together to push forward a project.


There is currently a delay in obtaining the land in Paper Street that the Council wants for allotments/play space.  The matter is in the hands of Breckland Council’s solicitors and further information is awaited


Yaxham Parish Council has participated in a consortium of local Councils to get something done about the traffic problems caused by the new Honingham roundabout on the A47.  Installation of experimental traffic lights is awaited.  


The Council is in regular contact with County Highways regarding the upkeep of the footways and roads in the village as well as Breckland Council Streetscene about the ongoing problems of fly-tipping.


During the past year donations have been made by the Council to:

The Royal British Legion

McMillan Cancer Care

Norfolk Accident Rescue

East Anglian Air Ambulance

Citizen’s Advice Bureau
Norfolk Age Concern


As part of the Local Development Framework the Council has been in discussion with Breckland Council regarding the Settlement Boundaries for Clint Green and Yaxham.  It has been agreed that the Clint Green boundary should remain as it is but the Yaxham boundary has been tightened to prevent the possibility of “backland development”.  


A dog waste bin has been purchased and installed at Pinns Corner.


Yaxham Parish Council, together with some other local Parish Councils is planning to run a “Campaign Against Rural Speed”.  If any residents would like a C.A.R.S. Sticker to put on their wheelie bin, please contact the Clerk.

The flower boxes are to be painted and replanted next week.  


The Chairman thanked all those people who have done voluntary work within the parish.”
8. To receive a report from the Yaxham Woodland Group.
Katy Marczewski of the Woodland Group gave an update on events of last year and forthcoming events for the current year.  The Group is still trying to achieve their aim of obtaining land to be used as Community Wild Space.
9. To receive a report from Yaxham C.E.V.A. Primary School.
Mrs Sandra Nightingale, Headteacher of Yaxham C.E.V.A. Primary School gave a report about the Primary School including its achievements as it approaches the sixth anniversary of the opening of the new school.  She spoke about the purchase of land to extend the playing field and the planning decision on the new External Learning Facility (ELF) is awaited.  Mrs Nightingale expressed thanks to Mr Cliff Jordan for his support for the Project as well as appreciation for generous donation made to the fund raising for the ELF.

10. To receive the Annual Statement for Yaxham Village Amenities Association.
Lucy Vincent, Treasurer of the YVAA gave a financial report for the period ending 31st December 2010.

11. To receive the Annual Statement for Yaxham Parochial Charities 
Ann Ferris, Clerk to Yaxham Parochial Charities gave a statement about the Charities and their finances.

David Myhill expressed his gratitude to Ann Ferris for the work she has done since taking over as Clerk and sorting out the mess that the affairs were in.

12. Report by Mr Cliff Jordan (County and District Councillor) 
Mr Jordan stated that during the last year a number of people in the village had called on his services and advice.  He said that the financial problems are still with us with pressure on expenditure.  The situation in the next year is likely to be even tighter.  

13. To receive the Annual Statement for Yaxham Parish Charity.
Liz Stallion, Clerk to Yaxham Parish Charity gave a statement on its finances. 

14. To receive a Summary of Receipts and Payments for 2010/2011 for the Parish Council.
The Clerk to the Council gave a summary of Receipts and Payments for the year 2010/11.

15. To agree possible dates for a Public Meeting to discuss the preparation of a Community Led Plan.  
The Meeting has been arranged for 7:30 pm on 25th May 2011 in the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room.  Flyers about the Community Led Plan have been distributed to all dwellings in Yaxham.  It is hoped that this project will get the backing of Yaxham residents.

16. To receive and discuss matters raised by the public from the floor.

a. A letter of complaint had been received from a parishioner regarding the use of gas guns (bird scarers) in the vicinity of Well Hill. It was requested that the Parish Council take some action regarding the continuous setting off of the gas guns.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would confirm what was laid down by law regarding nuisance caused by these guns pending any further action that may be necessary.

b. A letter had been received regarding the recent problem with the mowing of Pinns Corner.  The Chairman stated that the future arrangements were being clarified with the contractor as there had been a misunderstanding.

c. A member of the public asked for information about the investment of the money that the Yaxham Parish Charity had received from the recent sale of a piece of land in Station Road.  An explanation was given.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8:15 pm.

Note: Copies of the statements made at Items 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 and 14 above are available from the Clerk on request.


